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May 1,  2020 
 
Dear RGS Families,  
 
The Governor of Illinois has closed schools for the remainder of the school year. It is a necessary action for the 
health and safety of everyone in Illinois, including our RG community. But, it is a sad decision for all of us, 
especially our students. We recognize that the events and traditions that we are used to, and cherish, will not 
exist this year as they always have. RGS will do its best to create opportunities to celebrate our students and 
staff and end the school year in a positive light. We know that with this unprecedented situation there are many 
questions. Below are responses to some of those questions to help manage new end of the year processes. 
 

1. When is the last day of meal distribution 
 

Meals will continue to be distributed through the last day of school, Friday May 22. Meal distribution 
occurs on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays each week from 9:00-11:00 AM (enter door 4).  

 
2. What should I do if my family needs assistance? 

 
RGS continues to focus our efforts on assisting families with other community-based services. We want 
to ensure that we continue to balance our focus on social-emotional components as well as academics. 
For assistance with resources please contact Denise Nero at dnero@rivergroveschool.org. We have 
social workers available to speak to children and parents. 

 
3. When is the last day of class for students? 

 
The official last day of school is Friday, May 22nd.  
(For 8th-Graders, the official last day of school is Wednesday, May 20th.) 
 
The last day all students will be assigned work will be Monday, May 11th. Students will have until 
Friday, May 15th to submit all assignments. This timeline provides teachers adequate time to assist 
students, review, and grade any assignments prior to finalizing student grades. There will be 
non-graded enrichment activities provided for students for the last week of school.  

 
4. When will the district hold the 8th-grade graduation ceremony?  

 
RGS is creating a virtual graduation ceremony and will share the video with all 8th-grade families.  
We look forward to holding an 8th-grade celebration event in the future as soon as it is safe to gather in 
a large crowd. Information will be provided when we receive guidance from the state.  
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5. Can 8th graders purchase and pick up graduation caps and gowns?  

 
We are working on a plan so 8th-grade students are able to purchase their cap/gown if they would like 
to for a keepsake or for pictures. If students do not want it, they do not have to buy it. We will be 
communicating with 8th-grade students and parents on a plan.  

 
6. When will families pick up personal items belonging to their children and return school issued 

items (Textbooks, Chromebooks, Library Books, Sports Uniforms)? 
 
Bag of Belongings - Teachers and staff have started working to gather student items. This is a large 
process and we want to minimize the number of times you need to come to the school and restrict the 
number of people in the building at a time. We will delay this to have everything ready at the end of the 
school year so we can include report cards, etc. This will also be the time you will return any items 
belonging to the school.  
 
It will be on the following schedule from noon-3pm for each of the dates. If you have multiple children, 
you will come on the date of your oldest child.  
 
8th Grade - May 20th  
7th Grade - May 21st 
6th Grade - May 22nd 
5th Grade - May 26th 
4th Grade & 3rd Grade - May 27th 
2nd Grade & 1st Grade - May 28th 
Kindergarten, PreK, & Missed days- May 29th 
 
Family pickup is available according to the oldest sibling.  That is to say all family belongings will be 
available on the designated day for the oldest student in the family. 
 
At the time of pick up , you will need to bring any items you need to return which belong to the district 
(Chromebooks, library books, sports uniforms etc.)  

 
7. How do I get a refund for money deposited into my child’s lunch account or does it 

automatically roll into next year?  
 
Meal accounts will roll over to 2020-2021. Meal account refunds are only for 8th-grade students who do 
not have younger siblings at RGS or students leaving the district and are subject to all district 
obligations having been paid in full prior to processing of a refund request (e.g., registration, textbooks, 
Chromebooks).  
 

  



 

 
8. How do I get a refund if I paid for something that has been cancelled?  

 
The 8th-grade Springfield trip will be refunded in full with a check mailed to the family.  
Each participant in an After School club will receive half of the payment, $25.00 per club, in a check 
mailed to the family.  
If a family paid a teacher for a field trip, Robert Crown, Running Club, Music in the Parks, Game Day 
Shirts, or another activity, the payment (cash or check) will be returned in the Bag of Belongings for 
each student to be picked up at the end of the school year. 
 

9. Will students still receive awards for Athletics and Band/Choir?  
 
We are planning a virtual ceremony to be shared digitally with students and families.  

 
10. When will grades be finalized and posted to TeacherEase?  

 
Report cards will be provided with each student’s Bag of Belongings. All grades will not be posted in 
TeacherEase for 4th Quarter. Please see question 13 for more details about grades. 

 
11. How and when will yearbooks be distributed?  

 
Yearbooks will be mailed directly to students’ homes. Communication was posted on Bloomz for 
parents and students. 

 
12. Will the district still offer summer school?  

 
Jump Start Summer School is to be determined. More information will be shared as a decision is made. 
 

13. How are grades going to work?  
 
Given the current unprecedented situation, grades will look different than in the past. Students are 
learning at home and circumstances are different for different families. 
 
Per guidance from the State of Illinois, students can be given a letter grade, “pass”,  or “Incomplete”, 
and performance during remote learning cannot negatively affect their final grades. Teachers will look 
at participation to determine if the student engaged in learning and completed an adequate amount of 
assignments to provide a “pass” or “incomplete”.  
 
Kindergarten through 4th-grade classes and all Specials classes will be assigned a Pass or Incomplete 
and teachers will give feedback for 4th quarter. 
 
In addition to pass or incomplete, 5th through 8th-grade students may also receive a letter grade if they 
have completed enough remote learning assignments to be assigned a grade. 

 


